University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

8-26-1994

UN Report: Police, Armed Forces in El Salvador
Maintain Links to Organized Crime
LADB Staff

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
LADB Staff. "UN Report: Police, Armed Forces in El Salvador Maintain Links to Organized Crime." (1994).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur/11621

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 56564
ISSN: 1060-4189

UN Report: Police, Armed Forces in El Salvador Maintain
Links to Organized Crime
by LADB Staff
Category/Department: El Salvador
Published: 1994-08-26
On Aug. 19, the United Nations Observer Mission in El Salvador (ONUSAL) published a new
human rights report that claims that members of the armed forces and the National Police (PN) are
directly involved in organized crime. In response, President Armando Calderon has promised to
vigorously prosecute any member of the police or military implicated in criminal activity. He also
promises to complete the demobilization of the PN by December of this year.
The latest ONUSAL human rights report, which covers the period between March 1 and June 30
of this year, cited "organized crime and impunity" as El Salvador's most serious human rights
problems. Specifically, the authors of the report expressed their "utmost concern" over information
uncovered during their investigations that linked members of the military and the PN to acts of
intimidation, robbery, car theft rings, and even murder. ONUSAL suggested that the current wave
of violence has its roots in the vacuum of authority generated by the dissolution of the old security
forces, which was mandated by the peace accords signed in January 1992 by the government and the
rebel Frente Farabundo Marti para la Liberacion Nacional (FMLN). Under the terms of the accords,
a civilian-controlled police force was to be established to replace the military-run public security
forces. Accordingly, the National Guard and Treasury Police were formally dissolved in early 1993,
and the demobilization of the PN was to take place progressively over a three year period, finally
concluding in March 1995.
Nevertheless, given the frequent reports of involvement by PN personnel in criminal activities,
President Calderon has agreed to move the target date for PN demobilization up to December of
this year. Calderon announced his decision after a PN lieutenant was arrested for his participation
in a bank robbery on June 22. Jose Rafael Coreas Orellana, the police officer charged in the crime
in which three bank guards were killed, was the head of the PN investigations unit. "This assault
brought to light the underground river of delinquency within the PN that Salvadorans have long
suspected, and clearly demonstrates the PN's inability to offer security or inspire confidence,"
emphasized the ONUSAL report. PN director Col. Samuel Dolores Cuellar informed ONUSAL that
an average of 670 PN members, including agents and administrative personnel, are being retired
monthly and that the process should be completed by December.
The ONUSAL report also expressed concern about the apparent involvement of members of the
military in criminal activity, and it called on the armed forces to immediately investigate all such
reports. Nevertheless, perhaps more concerning than the reports of PN and military involvement
in criminal activity are indications that such corruption is also affecting the newly- formed national
civilian police force (Policia Nacional Civil, PNC). On Aug. 13, for example, eight PNC agents were
arrested and charged with killing a farmer the previous week in San Vincente department. The
agents claimed that they shot at the victim because he ignored their request to stop at a checkpoint,
but investigations into the incident continue. Because members of the PN and the armed forces
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have been recruited into the ranks of the PNC, the new police forces have not emerged free of
the corruption and impunity that pervaded the old institutions. However, although human rights
workers charge that abuses are being committed by PNC agents, to date the new police are still
more respected than the old security forces. In the statistical accounting of human rights abuses
between March and June, ONUSAL officials stated that there were 333 human rights violations
reported in that period, down from 437 recorded by ONUSAL during the previous four-month
period.
In spite of the improvement, however, ONUSAL warned that the situation will "always be
precarious" if the country's security forces do not demonstrate the professionalism and efficiency
necessary to crack down on rights abuses. Meanwhile, the government's human rights ombudsman,
Carlos Molina Fonseca, released a separate report in July that documented a total of 1,632 human
rights violations in the first five months of 1994. The report noted that almost 60% of the abuses
involved violations of citizens' legal rights when being arrested or processed in the courts. Fonseca
said that a significant percentage of total abuses reported were committed by agents of the National
Police, the municipal police, and the new PNC, in that descending order.
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